T.xanthopterus has a black or blackish-blue color with several white lines running on the back and sides. All fins are bright-yellow. The back and belly are covered with long prickles. T. vermicularis is brown, with white vermiculations on the back and sides, and has an irregular, dark-brown blotch edged with white on the side of body, just behind the upper part of the pectoral fin. The pectoral, dorsal, and caudal fins are pale-brown, whereas the anal fin is white. The body is smooth, without prickles. Fig. 5 shows lateral and dorsal views of the six natural hybrids, arranged from the smallest (Fig. 5A, TL=115 mm) to the largest (Fig. 5F, TL=240mm ). These specimens have intermediate coloration and body prickles, such as (a) dark brown body color, (b) coexistence of white vermiculations and white lines on the back and sides, (c) yellow or dusky yellow color of the pectoral, dorsal, and caudal fins, and (d) short prickles on the back and belly. Markings on the back and sides of the hybrids, however, seem to become more complicated with growth ( Fig. 5A to 5F) , and vary between individuals (Fig. 5C to 5F) . These variations may be explained by parental variation and unequal inheritance of parental coloring. The markings on the back and sides of the hybrids are, at a glance, closely similar to those of the following four species having vermiculated markings: T. vermicularis (Fig. 4B) , one of the parent species of the hybrids, T. snyderi (Fig.  4C ), T. poecilonotus (Fig. 4D) , and T. exascurus
